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Tiny Sub
Pays Visit
To Yakutat

Not to be outdone by England’s
Beatles, four American oil companies —
which prefer to remain anonymous —
have chartered a yellow submarine and
brought it to the Gulf of Alaska where
it will explore the Continental Shelf this
summer. The two-man sub arrived in
Yakutat in early June and caused quite
a stir with the native villagers who
watched with some degree of skepticism
as it wove around Yakutat harbor in a
tuneup for its summer assignment.

Owned by General Oceanographics,
Inc., of Irvine, Calif., the 15-foot,
4,500-pound submarine came to Alaska
aboard a specially converted albacore
troller. The boat is equipped with a
heavy-duty crane and boom for hoisting
the submarine and is also outfitted with
highly sophisticated electronic equip-
ment which will be used in conjunction
with the sub’s underwater studies this
summer.

The company calls the submarine

Doug Privitt — the Nekton Designer — Prepares to Make a Dive in Yakutat
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Nekton. Tt was custom-made for Gen-
eral Oceanographics and is the only one
of its kind. It can be pulled behind a
boat, carried on a boat, or put in a cargo
plane. In fact, it can even be towed on a
trailer behind a car.

The submarine gets its power from
eight lead-acid batteries — the same kind
used to run golf carts. Because it is
battery run, Nekton makes virtually no
noise. The only sound which can be
heard is the whir of the propeller and
the water bubbling up in its wake.

Nekton can operate in up to 1,000
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feet of water and is equipped to stay
submerged for more than four hours at
a time. It is outfitted with several pieces
of special equipment such as a drill
which can cut holes in the ocean floor
and return sample drillings to the inside
of the submarine. It also has an arm
with a clamp which can be used to pick
up specimens from the sea and place
them in a heavy canvas bag suspended
from the side of Nekton.

The submarine has been in business

mainly in southern California until now.
One of its assignments was to carry

After A Short Swim in Yakutat Harbor. Nekton Is Put Gently Back in Its Stall

personnel on inspection trips of the
recent Santa Barbara oil leak.

Since the submarine has centered its
work in California, the company has not
posted charter rates for other parts of
the world. All jobs are open for nego-
tiation. But just to give an idea of what
Nekton is worth, charter rates in south-
ern California are set at $1,200 per day.

The little yellow submarine is most
certainly the first of its type to visit
Alaska. It will remain in the Gulf for the
entire summer.
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